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this session. It is my fervent hope that 
one of those priorities will be to ad-
dress the interim payment system in 
home health care. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader is recognized. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the previous unani-
mous consent agreement with respect 
to morning business on Monday, Octo-
ber 12, be amended so that 30 minutes 
are under the control of Senator Bob 
KERREY, 15 minutes under the control 
of Senator FORD, and the remaining 15 
minutes under the control of Senator 
LOTT, or my designee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that morning business 
be extended until 3 p.m., with Senators 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each for debate only with no motions 
in order, and at 3 p.m. the Senate auto-
matically stand in recess under the 
previous order. 

I further ask that during morning 
business the following Senators be rec-
ognized: Senator John KERRY for 15 
minutes, Senator DASCHLE for 30 min-
utes, Senator KENNEDY for 20 minutes, 
Senator ENZI, Senator KEMPTHORNE, 
Senator GRAMS for 20 minutes, and 
Senator DOMENICI for 20 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, and I shall not 
object, I would like to inquire of the 
Senator from Mississippi, is that the 
only morning business leadership 
would intend to have on Monday? I 
would like to have 15 minutes in morn-
ing business on Monday as well. 

Mr. LOTT. I think we will be able to 
extend that. It was just we had specific 
requests. Senator Bob KERREY was 
here. He needs 30 minutes on intel-
ligence. We had thought we would have 
at least an hour just in general, but we 
are getting specific requests. I am sure 
we will extend it. On Monday, hope-
fully, we will be able to do some busi-
ness and, hopefully, even do the omni-
bus appropriations bill. But there is no 
need to limit it just to that. We will 
extend it. 

Mr. DORGAN. Would the Senator be 
willing to add me for 15 minutes on 
Monday? 

Mr. LOTT. I certainly will. I ask 
unanimous consent that Senator DOR-
GAN have 15 minutes in morning busi-
ness as well on Monday, October 12. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, would 
the Senator be kind enough to make a 
similar request on my behalf? 

Mr. LOTT. Why don’t I just ask for 15 
minutes every morning for Senator 
KENNEDY for the remainder of the year. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is that 
the Senator’s request? 

Mr. LOTT. No. 
Mr. KENNEDY. And a happy birth-

day to you. 
Mr. LOTT. I amend that request to 

include 15 minutes for Senator KEN-
NEDY on Monday morning, also. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LOTT. I yield the floor. 
Mr. KENNEDY. I thank the majority 

leader. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Massachusetts. 
Mr. KENNEDY. I hope my friend, our 

majority leader, had a joyous and 
happy birthday. 

Mr. LOTT. Thank you very much. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Maybe it is spilling 

over to today. But we wish to thank 
him. 

f 

FUNDING EDUCATION 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ap-

preciate the opportunity to speak on 
the Senate floor this afternoon about 
matters which I am very hopeful can be 
addressed and will be addressed and I 
think should be addressed in the re-
maining hours before the Congress ac-
tually recesses. And this is in the area 
of education and what we are going to 
do finally in trying to meet the respon-
sibilities that we have to assure a 
smaller class size for the 53 million 
Americans who will be attending and 
are attending schools across this coun-
try, which means an expansion in 
terms of the total number of teachers. 

I am very hopeful that in the ulti-
mate and final budget agreement there 
will be an agreement on the President’s 
recommendation of 100,000 teachers 
over the period of the next 5 years, and 
that we will also embrace the very, 
very important and, I think, essential 
school modernization program which 
effectively would provide about $22 bil-
lion in interest-free bonds to local 
communities all over this country in 
order to modernize their schools. 

What we have seen now is a rather 
dramatic change in the demography 
and the growth in the total number of 
children who are going into the school 
systems all across this country, and at 
the same time you have seen a contin-
ued deterioration in many of the school 
buildings across the country. That is 
certainly true in my State, which has 
many of the oldest school buildings in 
the country, but it is also true in many 
of the other States across this country, 
and even in a number of the rural com-
munities. 

As a matter of fact, the General Ac-
counting Office did a study in terms of 
what would be necessary in our coun-
try in order to make sure that we are 
going to have good classrooms for the 
students, and it was estimated to be 
$110 billion. That is what the need is 
according to a nonpartisan evaluation 
of what the conditions are in our 
school buildings across the country. 

Therefore, the recommendation the 
President has made for $122 billion is a 

very modest recommendation. We have 
not embraced that recommendation at 
the present time. The urging of the 
President of the United States is that 
before we move out from this Congress, 
we ought to be about the business of 
addressing that particular education 
need. Education is of prime importance 
to every family in this country. It is of 
essential importance to every young 
person in this Nation, and it is a mat-
ter of enormous importance in terms of 
our country being able to compete in a 
global economy. 

So the urgency of these proposals— 
one is to have a reduced class size and 
the second is to be able to modernize 
our classrooms—is enormously impor-
tant. If we look over the amount of re-
sources we devote to education in the 
budget of this country, we will find 
that it is only about 2 percent. It is 
only 2 percent of our national budget. 

This is the 1998 Federal budget, and 
you can see from this pie chart the al-
locations of resources. The area of edu-
cation is only 2 percent. If you ask peo-
ple what percent of a dollar they be-
lieve goes to education, I think most 
Americans would think 10 or 12 per-
cent, or 10 or 12 cents should be going 
to education. If you ask what they be-
lieve they would like to be the number, 
it would be even higher. 

We are only talking about 2 percent. 
So the real question is, in a time now 
when our appropriators and nego-
tiators are meeting to have final reso-
lution on what will be a $1.7 billion 
budget, will we be able to find the re-
sources to provide for the reduced class 
size for K through 3—$1 billion for fis-
cal 1999, $7 billion over the next 5 
years—to see a dramatic reduction in 
the number of students per class in K 
through 3, that is what we are trying 
to do, and to modernize our school 
buildings all across this country. 

Those are two priorities. I must say I 
strongly agree with the President, with 
Senator DASCHLE, and with Leader 
GEPHARDT who said we should not leave 
this city until we respond in a positive 
way to make sure those requirements 
are fulfilled, because there is nothing 
that is more important than meeting 
the needs of the children of this coun-
try. 

Finally, Mr. President, I think this is 
important to do for a number of rea-
sons. Every day that children go into 
the school systems of this country, 
they go into dilapidated schools, they 
go into old schools, they go to class-
rooms with windows broken or with 
poor heating or poor air-conditioning 
in the course of the early fall and the 
late spring and early summer in many 
other parts of the country, or where 
the pipes are leaking, or where some 
schools are actually closed in the win-
tertime because of the failure of the 
heating system, we are sending a very 
powerful message to those children. 

On the one hand, we as parents are 
saying that education counts, that we 
believe it ought to be a priority, that 
we think the future of this Nation is 
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